Doris Beaver’s

EYE ON GILPIN COUNTY . . . 



January 14, 2013

THE CONSTITUTION AND FREE SPEECH 
   One of this writer’s pet peeves is those who go after and take a  job, whether elected or in the private sector, who are near or downright clueless about what the job entails, the law and regulations that control the functions of the job, whether they be sourced in the Constitution, federal, state, city, county or corporate. 

   Then there’s the added factor or issue of those who insist on ignoring all such laws and regulations and impose their own rules on those who have the misfortune of being an employee of such a company, person or government entity. 

   The United States is a place that holds its founding documents most sacred, but sometimes the founding principles are forgotten, intentionally or not. 

   The first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights, and were ratified December 15, 1791, a really long time ago, but nevertheless are still valid and take on new meaning in this time of national security surveillance, internet security and other such invasions of personal privacy. 

   Amendment 1:  Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, or to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

   The U.S. Supreme Court included this statement in a 1925 ruling:  “Freedom of speech and of the press which are protected by the First Amendment from abridgement by Congress – are among the fundamental personal rights and liberties protected by the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment from impairment by the States.” 
   The Fourteenth Amendment is often referred to as the “equal protection amendment.” It reads:  

   Section 1:  All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the law. 

   Now, most U.S. citizens at one time or another were exposed to, hopefully studied, the U.S. Constitution. But perhaps more pertinent to this edition is the person not already a citizen of this country. Persons applying for citizenship are required to become familiar with the U.S. Constitution, and are required to swear to uphold the U.S. Constitution when sworn in. 
   The contents of this edition will take on new meaning as the saga of the Timberline Fire Protection District unfolds.
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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